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Jose Miguel Guzman has more than 20 years of experience in 

population dynamics issues and linkages with health, 

environment, and poverty. He supports activities related to the 

production and use of data, particularly those from the 

Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) program, to plan for 

climate change impacts, including adaptation and building 

resilience. His current work as regional coordinator of DHS allows 

him to help countries in addressing the most important data 

requirements in areas relevant to national policies, including 

those related to health and population changes, most of them 

relevant for environment and climate change adaptation. Prior to 

joining ICF, Dr. Guzman represented the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA) in Conferences of the Parties to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and 

spearheaded an institutional commitment to pioneering research 

on climate change and urbanization. He led a new institutional 

approach that exploits untapped potential of demographic 

sciences to mitigation and adaptation efforts in relation to 

climate change. Dr. Guzman has a Ph.D. in Demography from the 

Université de Montréal, Québec. 
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Dr. Plane’s research focuses on population geography and regional 

science, U.S. migration and settlement patterns, the role of the life 

course in affecting mobility, and methods for modeling activity 

patterns and temporal change in spatial interaction systems. Dr. 

Plane has served as President and Chair of the North American 

Regional Science Council; President of the Association of Pacific 

Coast Geographers; President of the Pacific Regional Science 

Conference Organization and President of the Association of 

American Geographers Population Specialty Group; Editor-in-Chief 

of Papers in Regional Science and Co-Managing Editor of the 

Journal of Regional Science; as well as numerous panels and 

committees for the National Science Foundation, the National 

Academies, and the U.S. Census Bureau. Dr. Plane is a Fellow of 

the Regional Science Association and of the Western Regional 

Science Association and a 2014 recipient of the AAG's Population 

Specialty Group's Lifetime Achievement Award. 
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Robert McLeman is Associate Professor of Geography and 

Environmental Studies at Wilfrid Laurier University. His research 

and teaching focus on the relationship between humans and the 

natural environment, and engaging the general public in  

environmental science. A former diplomat, Dr. McLeman has 

published extensively on the impacts of climate change on 

livelihoods and migration patterns, and is the author of Climate  

and Human Migration: Past experience, future challenges 

(Cambridge University Press 2015). 

 

 


